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Proclamation 6117 of April 20,1990 

National Recycling Month, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Recognizing the importance of proper solid waste management to pro­
tecting human health and the environment, many communities across 
the United States have launched effective recycling efforts. Many have 
established very successful voluntary programs. There now exist across 
the United States facilities for recycling scrap metals, paper, and glass. 

Despite this progress, Americans are still not recycling enough munici­
pal waste. It is estimated that only 10 percent of the Nation's municipal 
solid waste is recycled, while some 80 percent is deposited in landfills 
and some 10 percent is incinerated. Because the Nation is generating 
an increasing amount of solid waste each year—currently 160 million 
tons annually—the amount of available landfill space is dramatically 
decreasing. 

Recycling municipal solid waste not only helps to preserve our limited 
landfill space, but also yields a number of other immediate and long-
term benefits. For example, recycling reduces the need to remove addi­
tional resources from their natural environment and thus helps to pre­
vent the environmental harm created by such extraction efforts. Recy­
cling also saves energy and frequently provides a less costly alterna­
tive to landfills and incineration. The materials recovered through recy­
cling can often be used by local communities to generate increased rev­
enue. 

Every American can play a role in solving the Nation's solid waste dis­
posal problems by recycling—either through municipal programs or 
through voluntary drives sponsored by local service organizations. Be­
cause recycling is not complete until recovered materials are used in 
manufacturing new products for consumer use, individuals, business 
owners, and government managers can contribute to recycling by pur­
chasing such products and by supporting the development of markets 
for recycled goods. 

Whether as a member of a private household, business, or civic organi­
zation, each of us can help to reach the goal of 25 percent waste reduc­
tion and recycling by 1992. While each community's ability to meet this 
goal may vary, such efforts constitute important strides toward elimi­
nating America's solid waste problems. 

In recognition of the importance of recycling solid waste, the Congress, 
by Senate Joint Resolution 250, has designated April 1990 as "National 
Recycling Month" and has authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation calling for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim April 1990 as National Recycling 
Month. I urge the people of the United States to observe this month by 
undertaking recycling efforts in their own households and businesses, 
by actively participating in community recycling efforts, and by teach­
ing their children about the benefits of such efforts. I also urge commu-
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nity leaders to consider the advantage of a comprehensive recycling 
program as a means of managing municipal solid waste. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Apr. 20, 1990, on signing Proclamation 6117, 
see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 26, p. 606). 

Proclamation 6118 of April 23,1990 

National Volunteer Week, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Henry David Thoreau once observed that "goodness is the only invest­
ment that never fails." His fellow Americans have long agreed. Today 
millions of our citizens are carrying on a time-honored tradition of vol­
untary service and giving—a tradition that is as old as the Nation 
itself. 

It was volunteers who won America's independence, and it was neigh­
bors helping each other on the frontier who enabled our nascent Re­
public to develop into the great and mighty Nation whose strength and 
prosperity now extend from shore to shore. Indeed, volunteers have 
been a powerful force behind the development of our Nation's laws 
and institutions ever since our ancestors first cradled the light of liber­
ty and self-government. Volunteers have shaped our educational 
system; they have established and maintained our libraries and muse­
ums; they have helped to provide for the public safety; and they have 
furnished indispensable support to our churches and other religious or­
ganizations. 

It is fitting that we pause to honor America's volunteers each spring, as 
we celebrate this season of hope and renewal. Through their continu­
ous efforts to strengthen and enrich our communities, volunteers not 
only bring hope to others but also renew our faith in the ideals upon 
which this Nation was founded. By reaffirming the dignity and worth of 
the individual and the power of collective action, volunteers help the 
United States to experience a "new birth of freedom" each day. Time 
and again, these generous and hardworking individuals demonstrate 
that ours is, indeed, a "government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people." 

This week we salute the millions of volunteers who help to ensure that 
their fellow Americans enjoy freedom from injustice and freedom from 
fear and want. They are a force of nearly half of our adult citizens who 
devote their time to uplifting those encumbered by substance abuse, 
homelessness, and illiteracy. They are older men and women who com­
fort chemically dependent "boarder babies" in our inner-city hospitals. 
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